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The effect in Europe of the Austrian coup was out of all proportion
to its practical results in the two provinces. Aehrenthal argued that
nothing was altered. Austria was already in occupation and all she
did was to turn her de facto into a de jure position. But men felt
everywhere that the foundations were slipping when the Treaty of
Berlin could be torn up without even the formality of a reference
to the other signatory Powers. The suzerainty of the Sultan which
the Austrians had abolished might be a pale shadow, but it symbolized
something which was of real importance to the peace of the world.
The fiction that the Turk still ruled and that the Powers were pledged
to respect the " integrity and independence " of his Empire had for
a generation kept at a distance the struggle which all foresaw when
the dissolution of that Empire became an acknowledged fact. It was
certain that from that moment all the expectant heirs would be on
the move lest they should be left behind in the race to be in at the
death.
More precisely, the annexation ended the truce in the Near East
which had been kept between Austria and Russia since their Reichstadt
agreement, and left Russia in a position in which to be even with
Austria became almost a necessity for the Tsar, if he was to keep
his position or maintain his claim to be leader of the Slavs. It also
set Serbia on fire and, if Serbia, then in due course all the Balkan
States. Equally it aroused the latent ambitions of Italy and enraged
the German Kaiser, who saw the whole of his carefully built-up
policy of friendship with Turkey threatened by the stroke of his ally.
Billow has left a vivid account of his tumultuous feelings when he
learnt for the first time from his morning paper what had happened.1
" He, the Emperor William, the faithful ally of his Imperial, Royal
and Apostolic Majesty, had been left to learn of it first from the
newspapers." It added to his wrath that Prince Ferdinand had dared
to arrogate to himself the title of" Majesty " without consulting him.
Bulgaria was now " nothing but the advance guard of Russia. In a
perfect torrent of words the Kaiser proposed a complete change of
German foreign policy," Austria to be brought to heel and instant
1 Bulow, "Memoirs 1903-9," English Trans., pp. 331-2.
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